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MENU  

Bracken Cave Preserve

Texas hill country Region

Bracken Cave, on the northern outskirts of San Antonio, is home to the world’s largest bat colony,
with more than 15 million Mexican free-tailed bats. It is a key maternity site for this species, and
females congregate there each year to give birth and rear their young. Mexican free-tailed bats
are an essential predator of corn earworm moths and other crop pests, and the Bracken colony
alone is estimated to consume over 100 tons of these moths every summer night.

Bat Conservation International (BCI) initially purchased the Bracken Cave in 1991 and now owns
nearly 1,500 acres of the former ranchland surrounding the cave. Although the land lost some of
its original plant and animal diversity as a result of ranching and other commercial uses, it is being
managed as a nature preserve and is home to many bird species, including endangered golden-
cheeked warblers. BCI is restoring the land to its former beauty and is raising money to one day
open this site to the public for education and research about bats and Hill Country habitats. In the
meantime, BCI hosts visitation nights for its members and partners during the summer months.
BCI is working with The Nature Conservancy, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service, and other partners to ensure the protection of this amazing natural resource in
Texas. For more information about the site and how you can help, visit www.batcon.org/see-bats-
live/visit-bracken-cave-preserve/.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://www.batcon.org/see-bats-live/visit-bracken-cave-preserve/
sanct
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Visitation Info

Fees
Membership in Bat Conservation International (starting at $45) required to attend Member
Nights.

Reservations
Reservations are required for BCI members.

Hours
The schedule is set in early spring and is posted at www.batcon.org/see-bats-live/visit-bracken-
cave-preserve/

ADA Accessible
Yes

Ownership
Bat Conservation International

Contact Information
(512) 327-9721 (BCI)
www.batcon.org

https://www.batcon.org/see-bats-live/visit-bracken-cave-preserve/
tel:+15123279721
https://www.batcon.org/
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Bat Fact
You can provide bats a place to live by building a bat house. Plans and instructions can be found
on the Bat Conservation International’s Article, Bat Houses: An Educational Opportunity.

Location & Directions

Bracken Cave Preserve is located in Comal County between New Braunfels & San Antonio

https://www.batcon.org/article/bat-houses-an-educational-opportunity/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/bats/bat-watching-sites/images/maps/brackenMap.jpg


9/14/23, 11:27 AM Bracken Cave Preserve- Bat-Watching Sites of Texas

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/bats/bat-watching-sites/bracken-cave-preserve.phtml 4/6

 Back to Top

    

Contact Us
(512) 389-4800 or (800) 792-1112

About

General Information

O�ce Locations

Compact with Texans

Jobs & Careers

Publications

Volunteer Opportunities

Advisory Committees

General FAQs

Doing Business

Agency Forms

Permits

Grants & Assistance

Bids & Vendor Opportunities

Surplus Property

Contract Reports

TPW Commission

Created in Partnership With

https://www.facebook.com/texasparksandwildlife/
https://www.twitter.com/TPWDnews
https://instagram.com/texasparkswildlife
https://www.linkedin.com/company/txparkswildlife
https://www.youtube.com/user/TexasParksWildlife
https://tpwd.texas.gov/about
https://tpwd.texas.gov/about/office-locations
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/compact/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/jobs/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/volunteer/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/about/advisory-committees
https://tpwd.texas.gov/faq/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdforms/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/permits/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/bidops/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/surplus/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/bidops/contracts/
https://www.batcon.org/


9/14/23, 11:27 AM Bracken Cave Preserve- Bat-Watching Sites of Texas

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/bats/bat-watching-sites/bracken-cave-preserve.phtml 5/6

Commission Members

Commission Meetings

Public Comment

Website Policies

Privacy & Security

Accessibility Policy

Linking Policy

Copyright Policy

Disclaimer

All Site Policies

Intranet

Statewide Information

Texas.gov

Homeland Security

TRAIL Archives

Texas Transparency

Texas Tourism

Texas Veterans Portal

Connect

Social Media

Questions & Comments

Open Records

Complaint Process

Report Fraud

https://tpwd.texas.gov/about/tpw-commissioners
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/meetings/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/public_comment/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/privacy-and-security-policies
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/accessibility
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/linking-policy
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/copyright-policy
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/disclaimer
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/
https://wildnet.tpwd.state.tx.us/
https://www.texas.gov/
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/hsgd
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/trail/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/
https://www.traveltexas.com/
https://veterans.portal.texas.gov/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/socialmedia/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/webcomment/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/openrecords
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/complaints/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/fraud/


9/14/23, 11:27 AM Bracken Cave Preserve- Bat-Watching Sites of Texas

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/bats/bat-watching-sites/bracken-cave-preserve.phtml 6/6

 

4200 Smith School Rd.
Austin, TX 78744
(512) 389-4800
(800) 792-1112

 
TPW Foundation O�cial
Non-Pro�t Partner

 
If a violation is currently in progress,
please call Operation Game Thief
immediately.

TPWD complies with Federal civil rights laws and is committed to providing its programs and services
without discrimination. See the TPWD Nondiscrimination Policy.

Content of this site © Copyright Texas Parks and Wildlife Department unless otherwise noted.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://tpwf.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/warden/connect/ogt
https://tpwd.texas.gov/warden/connect/ogt
https://tpwd.texas.gov/site/policies/tpwd-nondiscrimination-statement

