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Dear Bat World Sanctuary Supporters,

This year has been the most heart-wrenching year of our existence. It has also been
one of our most joyous. The year started off wonderfully with the hiring of what we
soon called “our brightest star”, David Naranjo. David was only with us for 6 months,
but during that time he showed an immense tenderness with the animals and an
unbounded eagerness to learn more about them at every opportunity. Then sud-
denly, on March 29th, he was taken from everyone who loved him in a tragic car
accident. See In Loving Memory on page 38.

Then, in April, we rescued 90 fruit bats from dire conditions. We had been watching
the treatment of these bats for over 20 years; they were housed at “The Bat Zone”,
which thankfully closed this year. With sheer joy we were able to accept almost half
of all of the bats they had to place. Many more were on loan from zoos and had to
be returned. See 23 for the entire story.

From May through August, we rescued over 500 orphaned and injured bats, many
from Mineral Wells, Texas, where long-needed renovations of decrepit downtown
buildings were finally taking place. Many of the bat's were uninjured and able to be
released into our bat castle, however over 40 were not able to fly again so they are
now receiving lifetime sanctuary with us.

In August of this year we lost our precious Peekaboo to iron storage disease. Of all
the bats that have come and gone through our doors over the last 25 years, the loss
of Peekaboo was the most painful we have ever experienced, although we do take
some comfort in knowing that her disease was painless so she did not suffer. See In
Loving Memory on page 39.

Although this has been a tremendously difficult year, we persevered and have res-l

cued even more bats than in recent years. As you read the stories of our rescues on
the following pages, and the cruelty that some endured, please remember it is your
support that saved their lives, and because of you, they flourish.

We are here for every bat in need that comes our way, but we can’t do it alone.
Please consider sending a donation to help us provide for the bats, both young and
old. Use the enclosed envelope, or contribute online through our “Donate Now" but-
ton at batworld.org. Any amount you send will be incredibly appreciated.

With sincere gratitude on behalf of all bats we love so much,

Amanda Lollar
Founder and President
Bat World Sanctuary 3


https://youtu.be/X-u-bgJy6GM

2018 Financial Accounting

Bat World 2018 Income
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*Funds raised for the purpose of helping Bat World
ReWild in South Africa (see page 33)

**Repair to flight enclosure ceiling after humidity
damage, new enclosures for disabled bats received
from OBC (see page 23), kitchen & clinic improve-
ments, & fire safety equipment.

***Utilities, maintenance, cleaning supplies and
enrichment items.
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Commissions from public
awareness events & work-
shops

Donations from the public

Grants

Workshops and educational
programs

*International rescues

Food & nutritional supplies
Insurance

Medical & veterinary supplies

**Flight enclosure & facility
repair & improvements

***QOperational expenses
Employee payroll
Professional fees

Shipping, office & resale
supplies

Travel (rescues, conferences)

Printing & website services/fees



2018 Year-End Summary

Income

Public awareness $31,148.52
events & work-
shops

Donations from 185,941.27
the public

Grants 33,000.00

*Professional fees include contractor, carpenter, book keeping and accounting fees.

Expenses

Book/literature printing &
website services & fees

*Professional fees

**Shipping, office & resale
supplies

Flight enclosure & facility
improvements

International rescues

Operational
expenses

Food & nutritional
supplements

Medical & veterinary

Travel expense -
rescues & conferences

Insurance

Employee payroll

$13,947.66

$14,833.80

$17,975.76

$57,743.31

$9,999.80

$39,279.76

$38,821.38

$12,690.53

$4,960.04

$7,931.69

$41,877.08

Net rollover $52,461.93

**0Office and program expenses include ink, t-shirts, educational materials, shipping expenses and
items needed to create our Adopt-a-Bat sponsorship packages.

Note: This accounting reflects 2018 through the third quarter; it does not reflect the
entire year. Please see “Annual Reports” at batworld.org to view year-end IRS 990s.



2018 Rescues

Your contributions enabled us to save 2,016 orphaned, injured and displaced
bats this year. Although a few of these bats were not releasable due to injuries,
over 1,900 bats now fly free because you bought their food, medicine, and hous-
ing, and you provided resources critical to our rescue efforts. The bats featured
in this section represent a few of the lives saved through your support. For a
complete list please visit our online rescue log at batworld.org/rescue-log/

ELLA

Ella, a big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus) was found clinging to
the side of a barn in southeast Texas in early March. For two
days, she was up near the roof and out of reach, so the
homeowner kept watch to see if she could fly. The 3rd day,
Ella had moved down near the ground and appeared no-
ticeably thin and dehydrated (see photo on the left). The
homeowner called us for help, and with the assistance of
transport volunteers Tracy and Skip, Ella made her way to
Arlington, Texas. On arrival, we found that her forearm was
swollen (see photo on middle left), indicating permanent
damage and the loss of flight.

A month after Ella arrived, we discovered she had
brought a bonus. On May 15, baby Miriam put in an
appearance. She was born breech, but after a difficult
labor both mother and baby were fine. Ella is a wonder-
ful mother, and "baby" Miriam is a beautiful, healthy
girl and fully releasable. The roost where Ella was found
was demolished due to storm damage so Miriam will
remain at Bat World MidCities until we have another

Baby Miriam, all grown  releasable big brown bat with a known colony location.
up and ready for release. That way Miriam will have the best chance of survival in
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EZEKIEL

This is Ezekiel, a
male eastern
red bat
(Lasiurus bore-
alis) who was
found grounded
at a used car lot
with a broken
wing. Appar-
ently the person
who found him
first spotted
him in the
morning but
drove past.
When they re-
turned later in

the day, he was still there and that's when they called for help. He was res-
cued by Bat World MidCities. He had received pain medication and antibiotics
and his wing had been stabilized when this photo was taken. He will not be
releasable so he will receive lifetime care with others of his kind.

This gorgeous hoary bat
(Lasiurus cinereus) was
found grounded in
Richardson, Texas. She
was a bit dehydrated
but otherwise fine, so
“Patience” was able to
be released after two
days of rest and suppor-
tive care.

In the wild, hoary bats
eat large beetles, moths,
grasshoppers and
wasps. They are solitary
and roost in trees, using
their stunning pine-cone
like coloring to blend in
with their surroundings
and stay safe from
predators.

PATIENCE




Echo is a sweet little juvenile free-
tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) who
was found in front of a Cafe in Min-
eral Wells, Texas. She was rescued
and named “Echo” by a mother and
daughter who heard folks at the
cafe getting ready to throw her into
a trash can. (How anyone can throw

Kate Rugroden

L

“Edna” is an adult female eve-
ning bat (Nycticeius humeralis)
who was found in the parking
lot of an office in Red Oak,
Texas. She was cold and a bit
thin, but soon gained strength
and was able to be released
back to the wild.

Evening bats are found
throughout the US and resem-
ble miniature grizzly bears. A
colony of 300 evening bats can
consume 6.3 million insects
per summer, dining mainly on
spotted cucumber beetles.

EcHo

F

e

a living being into the trash to slowly die is beyond comprehension.)

Echo was so severely dehydrated when she arrived that we were afraid she
would not survive. She could not open her eyes or move her back legs. A large
amount of emergency fluids were injected subcutaneously to get her up to
speed. The photo on the right was taken after she was fully hydrated. Ighe mada

a complete recovery and, after a few weeks of supportive care, she was able to|

be released.

8


https://youtu.be/u02c8qbXVq8

OLIVIA

Olivia, a big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus) was discovered with one wing stuck
between the liner and bed of a pickup truck in the Texas panhandle. The truck
was parked, so we don't know how she ended up there or for how long she was
stuck. She sustained a permanent wrist injury, and is not a young bat, so she will
spend the rest of her days in comfort with others of her kind.

DAPHNE

Before After

This juvenile female eastern red bat (Lasiurus borealis) was found grounded af-
ter she had sustained a severe injury to her left wrist and ear, most likely during
thunderstorms that passed through the area. She received fluids, pain medica-
tion, and antibiotics, had the debris and blood cleaned from her face, and a large
number of fly eggs were removed from her fur. Her wing injuries rendered her
nonreleasable so she is receiving lifetime sanctuary with the other permanent
residents at Bat World MidCities.



This pretty little tri-
colored bat (Perimyotis
subflavus) was found
on a homeowner’s
porch near Longview,
Texas. It was clear she
was injured, so the
homeowners met
transport volunteer
Marzi half-way to
transport little Kamaria
to our rescue center
Bat World MidCities,

2.5 hours away. Unfor-
tunately, Kamaria had KAMARIA

suffered a bad fracture
of the right shoulder, so she will never fly again. She healed nicely and is now
happily settled in with her new friends.

SPIDEY

This little evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis) was rescued after being found tan-
gled up in artificial spider webbing

(outdoor Halloween decorations). After

being cleaned up, hydrated, fed, and Pmtectyowself; pmtecﬂhem

rested he was able to be returned to the

wild to eat moths, flies, beetles and ants. NEVER
RESCUE
It is easy for small animals and reptiles to A BAT

become tangled in fake spider web decora- BARE

tions. If you use this product please be sure HANDED
to check it several times daily to make sure
no little critters have become trapped. Find help at batworld.org
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| RANIX
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Before

‘Ranix” is an orphaned free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis )lwho was found in{

hured in a vacant building, hanging all alone and covered in dustl His wing was

Amanda Lollar

badly infected and painful but after receiving antibiotics and pain medication, he

made a full recovery. Little Ranix is not releasable due to his injury so he is re-

ceiving lifetime care with the other non releasable free tailed bats at Bat World.

This gorgeous Seminole bat
(Lasiurus seminolus) was found on
the ground near Tyler, Texas with
a bruised abdomen and fingers,
likely from a bird attack. Thank-
fully she was not severely injured
so she was able to fly free after
just a few weeks of rest.

In the wild Seminole bats eat ants,
flies, wasps, beetles and moths.
They are fast, direct flyers, feed-
ing in flight as well as gleaning
insects from foliage. They are soli-
tary and roost in trees, using their
unique coloring to camouflage
themselves from predators. Hang-
ing upside down with one leg,
they resemble a dried leaf hang-
ing from the stem.


https://youtu.be/tItqtCwQaUw

AGATHA

Agatha is a young female
eastern red bat (Lasiurus
borealis) who was found
grounded at an apart-
ment complex in Addi-
son, Texas. On intake we
determined she was
most likely born last
summer, and had a diffi-
cult time coming out of
hibernation as she was
very dehydrated and
emaciated, but had no
injuries. She responded
well to injections of elec-
trolytes and hand-
feeding three times

daily. Once she recovered she was provided with a few days of flight exercise

and then set free to be a wild bat once again.

Red bats eat many different kinds of insects, including moths, beetles, plant-
hoppers, ants and flies. They swoop through a concentration of potential prey,

attacking an insect on average every thirty seconds.

This handsome big
brown bat, Norman,
was found trapped in-
side a garage in
Wheeler, Texas. He was
stabilized by a local
wildlife rehabilitator
and then transported
to Bat World Sanctuary
for an exam. Thankfully
he was not injured, just
slightly dehydrated and
very hungry.

Norman was able to be
returned to the wild

INORMAN

just two days later to help humans by eating crop-damaging beetles, flies, stone
flies, mayflies, true bugs, net-winged insects, scorpion flies, caddis flies, and

even cockroaches.
12



SAMMY

Kate Rugroden

Sammy, an evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis) was found grounded, injured and
shivering in a driveway in Grapevine, Texas. The homeowner delivered him to
Bat World MidCities where it was discovered that his left wing was badly dam-
aged. He was started on antibiotics and pain medication right away. During his
examination, we also noted a puncture wound on the inside of the right wing
near the shoulder. He underwent a wing repair to remove the dead portion of
the wing. A closer examination of his puncture wound revealed a 1/2" wood
splinter embedded deep in his shoulder. The splinter was removed successfully
and the wound treated. Sammy healed well from his ordeal and will receive a
lifetime of care with the other evening bats at Bat World MidCities.

Little “JL” found him-
self trapped inside a JL
hanger at Lockheed

Martin Aerospace in

Fort Worth, Texas. He

was transported to us

by an employee, then

treated for slight dehy-

dration and trans-

ported back to Lock-

heed to be released.

Little JL did not have

security clearance to

enter Lockheed so he

had to be released at the gate (where he promptly flew off into the night and
onto Lockheed property). Free-tailed bats can eat between 3,000 and 5,000 in-
sects nightly, including corn-borer moths, flying ants and flying termites. They
have a lifespan of 15 to 20 years in the wild and have an intelligence level
equivalent to that of dolphins.

Moriah Champagne
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In 2018 it rained free-tailed bats! Here are just a few of the 556 we rescued this year.

FEDERAL BATS

CHIMY

14

Amanda Lollar

A number of Mexican free-tail bats
(Tadarida brasiliensis) were spotted on
the floor of the a Federal parking garage
in Fort Worth, Texas in the early spring
after a severe cold front passed through
the area. Sadly, many of the bats did not
survive, however, 22 bats that were still
clinging to life were immediately trans-
ferred to Bat World MidCities. The survi-
vors soon gained strength and were able
to be released in shifts as their strength
improved and the weather cleared.
Among the group was a male with a
healed injury to the tail, photo left.

Little Chimy, a Mexican free-tailed bat
(Tadarida brasiliensis) was rescued after he
was spotted flying through the banquet
area of a Mexican restaurant in Mineral
Wells, Texas. He was completely healthy,
just lost and confused. Chimy was released
into our bat castle so he could fly back to
his colony that same evening. Interestingly,
the primary diet of free-tailed bats is the
corn-borer moth. They consume so many
moths that individually, their tiny bodies
actually smell like a corn tortilla.



These two male free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis) were found in Lorena,
Texas after they were grounded from fighting over territory. The spring is very
hard on male free-tails, who migrate back to the area ahead of the females in
order to set up territory for the girls they hope to attract. When a male crosses
over into another male’s territory (or tries to steal another male's territory that
looks more promising), a fight ensues that literally resembles a bar-room brawl.
The boys often inflict injury on each other, such as the wound on the wing
shown above. If the injury affects flight or becomes infected it can be fatal.

Free-tailed bats are highly intelligent and have a very complicated social struc-
ture, using over 25 vocalizations to communicate. The males sing a song to at-
tract females (a discovery made at Bat World Sanctuary in the mid-90s) and each
male has his own unique song. Studies have shown these bats even use syntax,
which equates their intelligence level to dolphins (and even humans).

These two males quickly became friends in captivity. Their wounds were treated
and they recovered enough to be released to try again next spring.

Chevy is an adult male Mexican free-tailed
bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) who was found
in the door of a car near Waco, Texas. The
driver had no idea how or when the bat
had become trapped in his car door. Chevy
was transported to us and we determined
that he had two broken fingers that thank-
fully were not severe. After a few weeks in
supportive care and a week of flight exer-
cise, Chevy made a full recovery. Fly free,
sweet Chevy.

15



Two more bats._
hiding behind vent

-:-—"/
Vil r

everal hundred free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis) were rescued over a
three month period, from the downtown area of Mineral Wells, Texas as the
older buildings were finally being renovated. Many of the bats were rescued af-l
fcer being trapped in “The Kraze Boutique"l After discovering that these bats
were pregnant, we contacted 911 Wildlife and a humane exclusion was per-
formed on the building before the pups were born. This was a critical move as
the area the mothers had chosen (The Kraze) would have allowed their babies to
also become trapped over time. The bats were released into our bat castle in
hopes they would realize that the castle is a safe place to live. We knew the day
would come when the bats of Mineral Wells would need a safe haven as the
downtown area was being modernized. Hence, we built the bat castle just foﬁ
Now that the time has come we hope to see permanent residents
move in so they can be provided the protection they deserve. We are also work-
ing with the contracting company involved so future renovations are accom-
plished with as little disturbance to the bats as possible.

Little Dusty, a free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) was found at a construction
site near Sanger, Texas. He was thin and dehydrated, and covered in concrete
dust but thankfully, uninjured. He was transported to us by one of the construc-
tion workers, where he received injections of electrolytes, and received several
days of supportive care to insure that he had not ingested any of the concrete
dust, which could have proved toxic. Thankfully he made a full recovery and was
released, soaring and bug munching his way through the night.

16


https://youtu.be/xVghFHeqTnk
https://youtu.be/crH7vd99o58
https://youtu.be/nE3O9OYxtqs

DIAMOND

Diamond is a free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) who was found in the parking
lot of Diamond’s grocery store in Mineral Wells, Texas. She was dehydrated and
suffering from heat exhaustion after temperatures in our area reached 109 de-
grees Fahrenheit. When she was examined we found that she had, at some
point in her life, survived a broken leg and a skin laceration. Diamond was ap-
proximately 5 years old and had apparently done well for herself over the years
despite her injuries. After a few days of rest (and the temperatures had cooled)
she was released to rejoin her colony.

Lyra is a juvenile free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) who was found in the
lobby of a business office in Irving, Texas. She was dehydrated and thin on in-
take, and showed signs of a condition called 'wing wasting syndrome'. Her wings
were swabbed for laboratory analysis and the syndrome was confirmed. No one
knows what causes the malady, it simply occurs in some bats. The condition
causes the membrane to become painful and deteriorate. Although it heals over
time, the membrane does not grow back. Lyra’s condition is not fatal; she will
instead live out her days with us, receiving the care she needs.

LYRA

Kate Rugroden
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BORIS

Kate Rugroden

Boris, a tiny tri-colored bat
(Perimyotis subflavus), was
found grounded with a badly
broken wing in Lindale,
Texas. Our friends at Wild
and Free Again took tempo-
rary charge of him until he
could make it to us. He had
to undergo a wing repair and
several weeks of treatment,
but he healed well. His wing
injury rendered him not re-
leasable so Boris will remain
with us.

Tri-colored bats are among the smallest in the US, weighing only 4 to 8 grams

(less than a nickel). Their fur is a combination of three colors—black at the base,
followed by a band of lighter brown with darker tips. In flight these tiny bats re-
semble large moths. Their diet includes small leafhoppers, ground beetles, flies,

moths, and ants.

Abby is an adorable, little northern yellow bat (Lasiurus intermedius), who was
orphaned when the tree in which she was born was pruned (despite city ordi-
nances prohibiting trimming dead fronds from palm trees during bat maternity
season). Sadly, her mother and all three of her siblings died as the result of inju-

ries they sustained.
Abby survived, but is
unable to fly well
enough to be re-
leased, so she will
spend her life at Bat
World MidCities in
comfort and safety.

In the wild yellow
bats eat leafhoppers,
damselflies, small
flies, gnats, preda-
ceous diving beetles,
flying ants and other
harmful beetles.

18
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This little evening bat
(Nycticeius humeralis)
was spotted floundering
in a homeowner’s pool.
They quickly scooped him
out and rushed him to
Bat World Sanctuary,
where he was examined
and found to be fine (no
aspiration or injuries).

SAD NOAH

Amanda Lollar

This photo was taken just

after he arrived. He looks

upset, not yet under-

standing his fate. Many

people don't realize that
bats have very expressive faces, just like dogs and cats. We use soothing tones
with bats because they are so incredibly intelligent and they quickly realize that
we mean no harm. Little "Noah" responded well to a little rest and was released
to be the happy bat he was meant to be.

In contrast to the photo above,
this rescued evening bat ap-
pears to be taking comfort in
no longer being cold, wet and
alone.

Jacqueline Sutherland

He was found and rescued
along with several others on
the same day, by our Bat
World Bee Street rescue cen-
ter. All of the bats were found
in different locations, and in
dangerous spots, after cold
rain and dropping tempera-
tures passed through the
Dallas, Texas area.

During the fall of every year we receive up to a dozen evening bats, mainly first
year young who are not yet experienced in migration and hibernation. They of-
ten end up lost and grounded, or clinging to the sides of buildings, under car
ports, etc. Some of these youngsters need to be overwintered and then re-
leased in the spring, something we are happy to help them with.
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The orphaned red bat pup on
the left was rescued after he
was found lying at the en-
trance door of Titan Bank in
Mineral Wells, Texas. He was
too young to fly so he likely
fell off of his mother as she
was trying to escape a bird
attack. (Red bat mothers and
pups roost in trees which
makes them prone to attacks
by both blue jays and crows.)
Little “Titan” was barely cling-
ing to life when he was res-
cued but he eventually made
a full recovery. After eight weeks of being fed round the clock and then eventu-
ally learning to fly well enough to survive on his own, Titan was released back to
the wild.

Amanda Lollar

Along with Titan, 67 more red bat pups, all with similar stories, were nurtured
and returned to the wild this summer. In addition, we rescued and cared for 11
injured red bat mothers and their pups, all of whom were also eventually re-
leased back to eat moths, beetles, ants, leaf hoppers, plant hoppers, flies and
other insect pests.

The red bats, along with the hundreds of orphaned and injured free-tailed bat#
we rescued this past summer, meant round the clock feedings by Bat World'sl
staff and volunteers (pictured below)|
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https://youtu.be/RliRZu31t3g

One week old red bat pups (Lasiurus borealis) above, cluster together for
warmth and security. Red bats mature very rapidly and have a full set of teeth in
three to four weeks, which can be partially seen in one pup, below.

Amanda Lollar
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ADIRA

This beautiful hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus) was found down on the ground on her
back, likely from a bird attack. The people who found her took her home, put her
in a cage, and fed her meal worms for an entire week before deciding that she
could not fly and that perhaps they should seek a qualified bat care professional.
They were unwilling to transport little Adira even part way, although one of them
did agree to take the bat to work so she could be picked up during the day at the
workplace rather than waiting until evening. An exam revealed that Adira had
suffered a severe head injury. The left side of her face was caked with dried
blood. After she received pain medication, the dried blood was cleaned from her
eye, which was destroyed. Her face and the inside of her mouth were also
swollen. The fact that she has survived in this condition for a full week without
any medical treatment suggests that she has a strong will to live. We are going to
try our best to save her and give her the best life possible going forward.

We use social media to continually remind folks to contact their local wildlife re-
hab center when they find an injured bat, or better yet, contact us. We are avail-
able almost 24/7 for rescues. No matter where you are located, we will try to find
help for the bat.

Two different species, a free-tailed CAN’T WE ALL JUST GET ALONG?

bat (Tadarida brasiliensis), and a red

bat (Lasiurus borealis) both with per-
manent injuries that rendered them

non-releasable this year.

These species do not have contact
with each other in the wild. In captiv-
ity, not only are they getting along,
they are enjoying each other's com-
pany. Humans have so much to learn
from the gentle beings with whom
we share our planet.
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THE MICHIGAN 90

For two decades we had watched the sad conditions of the bats housed at the
Organization for Bat Conservation (OBC) as they were being “used” in countless
programs across the U.S. as well as being on display to loud, non-stop crowds at
the “Bat Zone”. When OBC suddenly closed due to allegations of fraud and sex-
ual harassment against the former Director, we jumped at the chance to offer
the bats lifetime sanctuary.
Many of the bats were on loan
from zoos and other institutions
so those bats had to be returned
to those facilities. The bats that
remained, however, included 90
bats, some of which were old
and infirm and with other vari-
ous issues that made them un-
appealing to zoos and like-
minded facilities, where appear-
ance matters. The bats we res-
cued included 50 short-tailed
fruit bats, 10 Egyptian fruit bats, 12 African fruit bats, 15 Jamaican fruit bats, 2
Indian flying foxes and 1 Rodrigues fruit bat.

Taking on 90 additional mouths to feed is a daunting task but thanks to you—
our wonderful supporters who helped us build a new, larger sanctuary—we
have the room to accommodate these poor, unwanted souls.

When the bats arrived we
were both joyous and sad-
dened at the same time. We
were joyous to give these
bats a new lease on life with
all the enrichment they de-
serve, but sad to see how
emotionally and physically
neglected some of them
appeared to be, and that
many of the smaller bats
were thin and balding.
Three of the elderly batsl

had nails that were _so Iongl After the bats were removed from their crates we
they had to be physicall cuﬁ

= trimmed their toe nails to an appropriate length. One
OUt. of the mes.h crate in of the bat’s feet (above) was in such bad shape that
which they arrived| his toes and nails were permanently disfigured.
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https://youtu.be/Ygodj91JBCE

bome of the bats needed to be rehabilitated both physically and behavioraIIyJ
including a critically endangered Rodrigues fruit bat (Pteropus rodricensis) who
was born in 1997 and named Coco. To remove all stigma of her previous life, we
have renamed her Chessie. In 2012, it was determined that Chessie was going
blind so she and her roost mate were moved to a small cage. Her roost mate
died, so Chessie remained confined to the small cage, completely alone. Per
instructions of the former OBC director, it was believed that she would “freak
out” if she was with other bats, which is absurd. We later learned from a former
staff member that Chessie was allegedly kept in a broom closet for two years.
The former staff member reported that she would leave the door of the closet
open while she was there so Chessie could receive fresh air:

Like - Reply - Message - 56m

. ome had addressed this issue
with these bats but were told that's what was going to be done.
So many things were done at that place that will make your
head spin and make you so angry. | lost my job because i tried
standing up for the animals. | witnessed abuse and neglect of
the animals that was let go by several staff members. | said
something then | was released of my duties. Way to go
OBC...save bats my butt. It was all about the cash flow. I'm so
glad you have these bats now. The flying foxes craved sunlight
but barely got any. So so much went on behind closed doors. |
can't wait to read their updates. Thank you for taking them in.

Love - Reply - Message - 48m D+

L

At OBC, Chessie’s toenails were al-
lowed to grow so they curled 270
degrees, making it so she could
barely move about. Because of this
severe, curled length, Chessie could
not unlatch her toes from the cage
ceiling to turn right-side up (invert)
to relieve herself, so she unwillingly
soiled her body when she went to
the bathroom. Bats are exception-
ally clean by nature and use their
toenails to groom. In order to main-
tain themselves they also must be
able to ambulate. After Chessie’s
nails were trimmed to the proper
length, we worked with her daily to
show her that she could invert when
the need arose. The day finally came
when she inverted to go potty all by
herself, and the entire staff cheered
her on.
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https://youtu.be/N5eYLbNXhZo
https://youtu.be/u-UKbRFTNRY

Along with Chessie, two elderly Indian flying foxes had toenails that were gro-
tesquely long. These bats were so accustomed to not being able to move once
they were placed in a certain location, that they just hung in the exact same spot
for hours on end. We worked with these bats nightly to help them understand
that they are able to move freely on their own within our expansive enclosure.

Several of the smaller short-tailed fruit bats were pregnant on arrival. These tiny
future mothers were placed into an enriched flight area, segregated from the
rest of the colony, to await the birth of their babies. Two of the females gave
birth to girls within days of arriving so they were allowed to rejoin their colony in
the large flight area with their offspring. One mother abandoned her baby, likely
due to the stress of the transfer, lso we hand-raised her bab% until she was old
enough to |rejoin her mom and the rest of the colon% (see bottom photo).

Upper left: A miser-
able-looking short-
tailed fruit bat being
held in a thick glove at
OBC. Upper right: One
of the rescued short-
tailed fruit bat moth-
ers with her baby girl
clinging to her.

Left: Bella, who was
orphaned after being
rescued from OBC. In
this photo she had
just learned to eat
solid food—bananas
in warmed goat’s
milk.
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https://youtu.be/rksLzLl8PHI
https://youtu.be/UEebiftr364

Above, the barren food and roosting areas of OBC. The bats had minimal places to hide
and no enrichment, Below: Just one of the roosting areas at Bat World Sanctuary show-
ing several places for the bats to hide and relax, a sweet potato kabob in case they need
a “midnight snack” and access to fresh water via water bottles inside the roost. Chessie,
the Rodrigues fruit bat mentioned on page 23, can be seen in the front. To the left and
inside a plush hammock are several elderly Egyptian fruit bats. Some of the OBC rescued
African fruit bats (Eidelon helvum) are seen in the background. The short-tailed fruit bat
at the bottom of the photo decided to do a fly-by as the picture was being taken.

Many of the bats were a little shell-shocked on arrival; likely do to the lack of
space and enrichment they had been accustomed to for the years they had lived
at OBC. As mentioned, many of the smaller bats were thin and balding but they
also could not fly due to arthritis and nutritional deficiencies. |We had a special\
[enclosure made for them that we affectionately call the “Geribatric Ward”| The
geri-ward hangs inside the large flight enclosure so the oldsters still have access
to the sights and sounds of the other bats. They seem to enjoy being inside the
smaller enclosure, where there is no competition for food or roosting space, and
all of their daily needs are met.
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https://youtu.be/PKtl8tifJ5U

One of the elderly Indian flying foxes (Pteropus giganteus) that we named Stat-
ler, was 31 years old on arrival. He had spent his entire life being used for pro-
grams. By the time he reached us he was arthritic and missing an eye (we do not
know how this occurred). Statler was a bit overwhelmed at his new surroundings
and took a fall onto the thickly padded floor of the enclosure so we took imme-
diate measures to keep him safe. During the day, he sleeps with all of his friends
in one of the roosting areas in the large enclosure, with an air pillow on the floor
directly underneath him to keep him safe if he happens to fall while sleeping. At
night, he is transferred to f’StatIer's Tree House”, which we had made especiaIM
It hangs inside the large flight enclosure so he has the sight and sounds
of all of his friends, while also having his food, treats, juice and a hammock
within easy reach, as seen below.

Bottom left: The African fruit bats enjoying the discovery of something new every night.
Bottom right: Even with her limited sight, Chessie happily explores her surroundings and is
especially fond of romaine lettuce, which she receives nightly along with lots of fresh fruit.
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https://youtu.be/TTFiLEn2L1Y

Above: The small, barren cage at the Bat Zone. This is where many of the bats at OBC
were kept on permanent display. The glass front allowed for easier viewing of the bats
but also served to further limit the areas available for hanging and climbing.

Below: When the bats arrived they were marked on the forehead with a non-toxic tem-
porary green paste so we could monitor and watch the newcomers settle in to their new
surrounding's. The photo below was taken of one of the Egyptian fruit bats enjoying the
company of new friends and her expansive flight enclosure at Bat Word Sanctuary.

28

OBC Facebook page



As of this writing, all 90 bats have settled in and seem to be thriving. Some of
the elderly bats are now on daily arthritis medication and can ambulate with
more ease. Their toenails are maintained weekly and they have grown to a
healthy length. The balding bats now sport lush, full coats. With access to our
large, semi-outdoor flight enclosure, many (if not all) of these bats, are experi-
encing the nighttime air and the sweet sound of crickets for the first time in
their lives. As one former volunteer later wrote us “Chessie especially was a very
sad girl at OBC. | would try to pay special attention to her whenever | was there
because she always looked so depressed. Statler and Chessie appear to be far
more happy and contented now than before.”

Most of the Michigan 90 have a lifespan of 25 years or more. Your donations
help us to accomplish all that we do for these bats, but by taking in 90 extra bats
we have essentially reached critical mass. We have the room and the staff to
care for them, however, we need to ensure that we have the funds available for
the lifetime care of these neglected and abused bats so they never have to suf-
fer again. We can only do this with your support.

We are trying to raise $250,000 for their lifetime care. A lofty goal and one that
we expect will take some time, but also one that assures these innocent bats will
never again suffer. You helped to build the safe sanctuary they now call home;
please help us give the once abused and neglected bats the lifetime care they so
deserve. Please consider a donation for these bats through our fundraiser at
mightycause.com/story/Batworld-Michigan90. Any support you can give, no
matter how small, will be greatly appreciated. It takes a village...

*A very special thank you to Gladys and Dan for providing a matching $15,000 grant for
the Michigan 90 this year. Thanks to you, we are that much closer to our goal! ¥

An African fruit bat, his lip torn off from fighting with another male while at OBC, seems
to be welcoming his new life at Bat World Sanctuary with open arms.
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__Rescues in Other Countries

In 2018 we helped individuals and bat care professionals in 62 locations worldwide.
Using photos and videos, we were able to identify species, share book chapters on bat
care and rehabilitation published by Bat World Sanctuary, and offer medical advice to
veterinarians, researchers, biologists and wildlife rehabilitators around the globe.

This year we provided book chapters on how to treat injured bats and raise
orphaned bats to bat rescuers in the following International locations:

Argentina, Belarus, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, France, Germany,
Greece, India, Indonesia, Italy, Kuwait, Malta, Pacific Ocean, Philippines, Puerto Rico,
South Africa, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Vietnam.

In 2018 we provided help and information to U.S. bat rescuers as well assisting the
public with downed bats and humane bat exclusions in 41 states.

.............................................................................................................

For more details on our rescue work please see our Rescue Log at batworld.org where
you can view the daily logs that include photographs and wdeos (when available).

SPOTLIGHT ON INTERNATIONAL RESCUES

Monsoons and temperature drops
in Pune, India, caused mother fruit
bats to be unable to forage in the
harsh conditions and subsequently
were unable to provide nourish-
ment to their offspring, which led
to a number of abandoned and
weak bat pups losing their grip and
falling from trees.

Devna Arora

Thanks to the wonderful work of
Devna Arora, a wildlife rehabilita-
tor at The Rehabbers Den in Ma-
harashtra, many of these beautiful
beings were saved (photo left). We
provided information on medical
treatments and husbandry, and
the bats also received veterinary
support from Dr. Shiwani Tandel as well as a grant from the India Wildlife Trust.
We are honored to be involved with this wonderful group of people who are
bringing support and visibility to a critical and beautiful species.
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Educational Efforts

Your donations have allowed us to reach over 4 Million people this year through
educational events, news outlets, social media videos and posts and our magazine.

Lectures

In March of 2018 we presented a four-day educational event at the Texas Bo-
tanical Gardens. Pictured above is VP of Operations Kate Rugroden, presenting a
slide-show presentation on bats. This large event allowed us to reach thousands
of people on the benefits of bats to our planet.

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS IN 2018

e We presented a program titled “Making Sense of Texas Wildlife Law” at the
Texas Unites for Animals conference.

e We participated in a 'lunch and learn' program with the veterinary medicine
students at the University of lllinois via webinar, focusing on captive care of
insectivorous bats.

e In cooperation with the University of Texas - Arlington's Institutional Animal
Care and Use committee, we lead a monthly roundtable discussion on Ethi-
cal Considerations in Animal Research. All researchers and students partici-
pating in animal research at UTA are required to attend. The discussion is
focused on making responsible, ethical decisions when formulating and con-
ducting animal research, and the impact of ethical conduct on research re-
sults.

e Kate Rugroden earned certification as an approved instructor for the Texas
Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE). With this certification, any indi-
vidual who is appointed by TCOLE can request approval from their local
training coordinator for continuing education hours for the wildlife-related
classes. This includes Texas game wardens, sherriff's deputies, police, and

correctional officers.
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Workshops & Internships

Workshops

Every year we host several basic and
advanced workshops on the rehabilita-
tion of insectivorous bats for wildlife
rehabilitators, animal control officers,
veterinarians and veterinary students,
biologists and researchers. These con-
tinuing education classes provide di-
rect, practical experience in the cap-
tive care and medical management of
native insectivorous bats. The small-
group basic bat rehabilitation class
focuses on appropriate handling tech-
niques, feeding and nutrition, housing,
and speaking with the public about
bats. The medical management class
provides hands-on skills practice in
assessing and treating injuries using
cadavers (bats that have died of natu-
ral causes).

Amanda Lollar

By training veterinarians, licensed vet-
erinary technicians, biologists, animal
control officers, and game wardens,
we can directly impact the health of
these animals, raise the quality of care
in zoos and research facilities, and re-
duce the number of bats needlessly
euthanized in animal shelters. These
classes are approved for continuing
professional education credits by the
Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices, the Texas Commission on Law
Enforcement, and the American Asso-
ciation of Veterinary State Boards.
Students who successfully complete
the courses are certified as bat care
specialists. This year we hosted stu-
dents from AR, AZ, CA, IN, ME, MO,
OR, TX and WI as well as Canada.

Internships
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Bat World Sanctuary hosted interns in
2018. Our Internships provide a
unique opportunity to acquire basic
knowledge of native and non-
indigenous bat species. Pictured on
the left is Alessandra Tomassini who
interned from the Italian Bat Center.
Also interning this summer for a sec-
ond time was Taylor Driscoll, who is
attending veterinary college at the
University of Edinburgh.



Activism in 2018
We are extending our rescue centers in-
ternationally with the creation of a res-
cue center in South Africa, named Bat
World ReWild, an off-shoot of ReWild,
directed by Jane Burd, who formerly in-
terned at Bat World Sanctuary. Bats are
in dire need of rescue in South Africa,

and public education is critical. Jane

works tirelessly to change public opinion

about bats, and works directly with pest
control operators to encourage humane
exclusion techniques (rather than fumi-
gation or sealing babies into roosts, a

common SA practice). The practice is ille-
gal but no one is prosecuted so the prac-
tice continues. Working together, we are

able to save many more bats and play a
much bigger role in bat conservation.

Change has to come from the home owners becoming more aware and more
appreciative of bats. Pictured on the right is Jane Burd and Gerhard from Bush-
veld Pest Control Services, who is performing a humane bat exclusion with

Jane’s guidance.

White Nose Syndrome Update

White Nose Syndrome (WNS), the
fungal disease that has been devas-
tating bat populations since 2007,
continues its relentless march to the
west. Bat World Sanctuary’s VP of
Operations, Kate Rugroden, serves
as Chair of the Stakeholder Commit-
tee for the WNS Communications
working group. Bat World Sanctuary,
the AVMA, the National Speleologi-
cal Society, American Association of
Wildlife Veterinarians, Wildlife Con-
servation Society, and more, are
working together to develop best
practices for roost protection, reha-
bilitation, and potential treatments.

The Peekaboo Rescue Fund

We are pleased to announce the The
Peekaboo Rescue Fund. Named in honor
of our beloved spokesbat, Peekaboo,
whom we lost unexpectedly to a genetic
disorder earlier this year (see page 39).
The Peekaboo Rescue Fund will provide
funding for critical projects such as edu-
cational videos that show bats in a posi-
tive light, or to aid permitted bat reha-
bilitators who are dealing with sudden
emergencies such as rescues after a
botched exclusion or natural disasters,
by reimbursing for expenses related to
those emergencies. The grant criteria
and application will be available on our
website in January, 2019.
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ACTIVISIM IN 2018, continued

Worldwide Aid for Bats

e We assisted Stockholm Wildlife
and Nordic Wildlife Rehabilitation with
guidance to save this sweet, little parti-
colored bat (Vespertilio murinus), who
was found grounded due to a large
hole in his tail membrane.
e We provided book chapters and
practical standards for the care and
rehabilitation of orphaned or injured
bats to international bat rescue groups
including the Tolga Bat Hospital in Aus-
tralia; the KZN Bat Group of South Af-
rica; Hessen Germany Wildlife Rehabili-
tators Interest Group; PhD students from Israel; a wildlife custodian in Ontario; an
animal husbandry student at the University of Life Sciences in Poznan, Poland; the
Horagolla National Park in Sri Lanka; the Toronto Wildlife Rehab Center; The Ani-
mals of Gili in Trawangan, Indonesia; the Cape Tribulation Tropical Research Station
in Australia; Sarah’s Bats in Australia; The Israeli Bat Sanctuary; Northern Lights
Rehab in Canada; Wildlife Aid Odenwald in Germany; the Wildlife Rehab Center of
Winnipeg, Canada, the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation, and to individual
bat rehabilitators in countries listed on page 30.

e We also provided assistance and guidance for medical treatments to bat rehabilita-
tors and wildlife veterinarians in South Carolina, Connecticut, Texas, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, Ohio, North Dakota, Montana, New York, California, Nebraska, Arizona, New
Mexico, Oregon, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Washington, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Lou-
isiana, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,

Idaho, North Carolina, Maine and lowa, and to
Best Friends Wild in Utah; Wildlife Rehab of
Lorena, Texas; Florida Wildlife Care Center;
Arcadia Wildlife Foundation in Maine; the
Ohio Wildlife Center and the South Carolina
Wildlife Center who became overwhelmed
when they received 120 bats in a trash bag
after they were removed from a building in
freezing temperatures by an animal control
officer who was doing his best to save them
(photo right).

Saved Bat Colonies in Roosts

e We stopped inhumane bat removal methods from occurring and provided alternate
humane bat exclusion techniques to individuals and companies located in Michigan,
Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, Oklahoma and Georgia.
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Advocated Against Inhumane Marking Techniques

We spoke out against a wildlife group in Arizona who hosted a program where bats
were scheduled to be mist netted and examined in a public event. The event was to
occur during maternity season. The stress of an event like this can easily cause
mothers to abort their young or die of stress themselves.

We stopped a potential freeze branding project that was being considered as a
marking method for bats. Freeze branding attempts have been unsuccessful due to
the small size of microbats and their highly irregular surface relative to the size of a
typical marking. This is an unacceptable marking method due to the invasiveness of
the procedure, pain and subsequent discomfort, and risk of infection that can lead
to death.

Assisted with Publications

We provided book chapters on the rehabilitation of insectivorous bats for Wildbase
Wildlife Health Center in New Zealand.

We also provided our book “The Rehabilitation and Captive Care of Insectivorous
Bats“ for translation in Argentina, to assist bat biologists in the Neotropic Region.

Provided Educational Literature and Information

Provided educational information and materials to the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources; the Davidson County College in North Carolina; For Other Animals Inter-
national Project; and River East Elementary School in New York.

Began collaboration with a biologist who is working with the Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare, the CDC and a filmmaker from Chicago to produce a video short
to dispel myths and present factual information regarding bats and rabies.

Provided positive Media Coverage

Bat World was featured in The Dodo, online media source; ViralHog, online news media;
Ernie’s Earth, website blog; Right This Minute, television program; the Fort Worth Star
Telegram, Texas; Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma; Genius Club Asia; Voyage Dal-
las magazine, Texas; “Creating Sanctuary for Animals: a global interview series; Chautau-
quan Daily, Western NY; The Eyes of Texas; and Your Parker County Magazine, Texas.

Combated Negative News Coverage

We contacted Chris Hayes, a weekday
news and opinion television journalist on
MSNBC, and provided factual information
to thousands of his followers after he
posted that he cruelly caught a tiny bat
on a sticky trap for innocently roosting on
the eve of his house. He eventually re-
moved his post, but would not respond
to what he did with the bat, despite our
numerous requests to provide help.
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Keeping Wild Bats Safe in Summer Months

Summertime is busy for everyone, including bats. Baby season for our North American
bats starts in May and ends in early September, depending on the species. Here are a
few tips you can use to help save the lives of the battie buddies living in your own
neighborhood.

Bats roosting in trees are often at-
tacked by blue jays and crows, ending
up grounded in yards where they are
often found by people or pets, or
worse, hit by lawn mowers. A mother
bat will try to protect her babies by
spreading her wings over them as
seen in the photo on the left. Please
check your yard for downed bats
before mowing. If you find a bat in
need please visit batworld.org to find
a rescuer in your area.

At least 12 of our 47 US bat species
use dried palm frond “skirts” as natu-
ral bat houses. To protect baby bats
and birds, don’t trim dried fronds in
spring or summer. Try to leave some
dried fronds year round so bats have
a safe place to raise their pups in
summer or to hibernate in winter. In
addition, cosmetic trimming of the
fronds can make palm trees more
susceptible to heat stress and
drought, so leaving some fronds
helps both the trees AND bats!

Ceiling fans can break tiny arm
bones. Please turn any outdoor ceil-
ing fans OFF at night to avoid tragic
accidents with bats that may fly un-
der your porch looking for a tasty
insect treat.

Please give bats a break by NOT giv-

ing them a break! You'll save a little

on your electric bill while also saving
little lives.
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THERE IS NO HUMANE WAY TO EXCLUDE
A BAT COLONY DURING BABY SEASON.
Most bats give birth to just one pup start-
ing in late spring and summer. If you seal
out a bat colony or trim down their palm
frond home during the spring or summer,
baby bats will be left behind to die. If you
have an unwanted bat colony in your at-
tic, ensure there’s no way they can get
into the home’s interior but wait until the
end of summer before having the colony
excluded. Visit batworld.org for humane
ways to evict bats at the proper time of
year.

Once this pup’s little, stubby wings grow out and she learns to hunt, she will be able to eat more
than 1,000 mosquito-sized insects in an hour! Please give her a chance to grow up.

If you have an outdoor pool please
add a Froglog as well as a “critter
skimmer”. Both of these items can
save countless lives every summer.
Froglogs are small and compact
and simply hang from the pool
edge, allowing mice, lizards, turtles,
and toads and frogs to escape
drowning.

(Note: The image on the left has been
Photoshopped to serve as an example.)

Every summer we receive dozens of reports of baby bats
falling from bat houses. This occurs when pregnant moms
move into a bat house, not understanding that the popu-
lation inside the roost will double when their babies are
born. The pups grow quickly so it doesn’t take long before
the bat house is over-crowded and overheated. Installing
a pup catcher is very easy to construct and costs very
little. It is a simple net that catches fallen pups and allows
them to climb back inside. Pup catchers can even be made
to fit inside barns, under the eves of homes and any other
area where babies may be falling. If you have a bat house
with bats, or have noticed pups falling from another type
of roost, please install a pup catcher right away. See
batworld.org for free instructions.

Special thanks to Cindy Myers for the use of her graphics and text!
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On March 29, 2018,
we lost our shining
star, David Naranjo,
in a tragic car acci-
dent. Itis impossible
to express the pain
we feel over the loss
of David. He truly
loved the bats and
Bat World Sanctuary,
and he lived at the
facility. Please know
that the person
whose words you
read on some of our
recent Facebook

David, with Peekaboo. This photo was taken in January of posts are those of
2018. Who could predict that two of the most beautiful souls ~ David, whose likes
to grace our earth would be taken just a few months later. and shares sur-

passed our own.

Although David was only with us for 6 months, little by little, that undeniable
light that he had shining from within grew with each passing day; a light that
touched the souls of those who knew him. David’s tenderness with the animals
that gravitated towards him was tangible; his expressive face would beam at the
opportunity to gain more knowledge about the bats, and they thrived in his care
as he embraced them for all that they are.

David was 6’9” tall and we use to laugh together at how his extraordinary height
made him even more perfect for the job because he could reach any bat without
a ladder. David physically towered over others but most of all he soared to
heights of humanity that most of us can only dream of attaining. Many young
people these days seem to only talk-the-talk, but David walked-the-walk without
speaking a word. He was brilliant, yet he was humble; he was gentle, but so very
strong; he was dedicated, kind and talented. In the short time we were privi-
leged to know him, we feel that we had barely scratched the surface of the
greatness he possessed.

We miss you so much, sweet David. We can still hear your laughter and feel your
presence. May you always travel on the wings of the bats you loved so dearly.
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On August 2, 2018 we lost our precious Peekaboo, the smiling bat that we all
loved so very much. Unbeknownst to us, Peekaboo had a genetic disorder called
iron storage disease. Thankfully, this disease is painless. Peekaboo did not show
the symptoms for over 8 years, and gave no indication that she did not feel well
until the very end. Her loss is almost more than we can bear, but her Legacy will
live on in the hundreds of pictures she allowed us to take, and seemingly posed
for, over the past 8 years.

During her time with us, we were able to give her the best, most enriched life
possible — a life where she never wanted for anything. For that we will always be
grateful. We want to extend a special Thank You to Kathy at Diamonds Phar-
macy for donating medication to help Peekaboo during her final days with us,
and a special thank you to Tad Jarrett, DVM, for doing all he could to help us
save her.

Peekaboo educated millions of people through Facebook and YouTube. [We creq
ated a video to provide a glimpse into the beautiful soul she was and the joy she\
brought to so many people.| Most of all, she educated millions of people about
the wonder of bats through her online photos and “Happy Monday” posts

on our Facebook page. You can watch Peekaboo’s video at batworld.org/
peekaboo. We have also created Peekaboo’s Rescue Fund as part of her legacy.
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https://youtu.be/nqFnrxghS_o

North Texas Giving Day

Staff member Moriah Champagne tak-
ing a little too much delight in dunking
her boss and President Amanda Lollar.

September 20, 2018 was our fourth par-
ticipation in North Texas Giving Day, a
one-day event where nonprofits raise as
much as possible in 16 hours. Our goal
this year was $50,000 toward the life-
time care of the Michigan 90 (see page
23). lOne of our crafty supporters sug-l
gested (and then donated) the use of a
dunk tank to garner support, which w

happily obliged!

Although we did not meet our $50,000
goal we received a whopping $34,378 -
funds that will benefit the Michigan 90
with the purchase of food and medical
supplies as well as veterinary care. We
areincredibly grateful for the amountwe
received and the safety and security it

will bring to the Michigan 90 and the over 280 other bats permanently in our
care. Having these funds in place also frees up the critical support always
needed for rescues that occur throughout the year.
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On North Texas Giving
Day, The Bishop Ci-
dercade in Dallas Texas
pledged to give 10% of
sales to Bat World
Sanctuary. Director of
Special Projects Kate
Rugroden and our staff
and volunteers pre-
sented a fun night of
activity for the event,
with bat quizzes, vid-
eos and prizes!
Pictured left to right
are Moriah Cham-
pagne, Bridget Cam-
eron, Addison McCool
and Adrian Burgi.


https://youtu.be/l4NUup6JJeM

The Sunshine Rescue Club

Sunshine, the bat who started it
all. Photo taken in 1988

named “Sunshine”, who became the inspiration for Bat World Sanctuary. Since
then, tens of thousands of bats around the world have been rescued in her

name.

In addition to the almost 400 permanent resi-
dents cared for daily at Bat World Sanctuary,
we rescue hundreds of bats annually and re-

turn them to the wild. We also support organi-
zations both nationally and internationally that

rescue and release bats back to nature.

Each time we provide support, we spend a little

more of our precious time and resources. By
donating $0.88 each time we provide assis-
tance through our Sunshine Bat Rescue Club,
you will enable continued support of bats in
need worldwide. Why $0.88 cents? Because

that is the year of our very first rescue of a bat

When you register for the Sunshine Bat Rescue Club, you pledge to donate $0.88

each time we support the rescue of a bat. We use the Rescue Log as the

“official” counter. At the end of the month, you’ll donate $0.88 for each bat res-

cued that month per the Rescue Log. For example, the Rescue Log highlighted
the help of 16 bats in December 2017, which would have generated a $14.08
donation. We’ll provide you with a monthly summary that highlights the num-
ber of bats you helped to rescue. And, you can cap your monthly donation so

that you support only as many rescues as is appropriate for your budget. To join

the Sunshine Rescue Club and also see our Rescue Log visit, batworld.org.

New Bat Goodies!

Not only do we
have lots of new
items in our
store at bat-
worldstore.org,
but we have
teamed up with
batgoods.com, a
site that has bat
products galore!
Choose “BWS”
at checkout and
each purchase

you make will generate a donation to Bat
World Sanctuary! Please check out our new
bat goodies, where 100% of the proceeds

helps us rescue bats!

Shop at Amazon.com and
Bal World Sanctuary gets
a parcentage donalion
direclly from Amazonl

1. Go to smile.amazon.com
2, Sakact your charity
3. SHOP!

Please sign up and choose Bat
World as your charity at

smile.amazon.com! When you
shop on Amazon, we receive a

donation from the site at no cost

to you! Amazonsmile deposits
quarterly donations directly to

our account. The last amount we
received from amazonsmile was

over $1,500, enough to buy 2

weeks of fruit for the fruit bats!
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A Note onTransparancy

This past year we had two donors ques-
tion the salary our staff receives and won-
dered why they weren't paid more for the
important work they do. In the interest

of transparency, | want to give our donors
insight as to how our operation works.
Admittedly, our salaries may appear to

be on the low side but, in addition to sal-
ary, on-site housing -with utilities paid- is
provided. We have it set-up this way for
two reasons: 1) in the event of a dire
emergency, such as a flood or fire, we
have plenty of rescuers on hand to save
the animals, 2) having on-site housing
decreases the need for higher salaries we
cannot afford, and 3) we hire people with
unsurpassed passion for bats. All of this in
turn lowers our administrative expenses.

How do we afford housing and utilities
but not higher salaries? Let me explain:
Salaries are static but donations are

not. Consequently, we cannot afford
higher salaries year after year, so we
worked to find a solution to the prob-
lem. Fortunately, the 13 acre property we
purchased to build Bat World Sanctuary
had a mobile home on-site at the time of
purchase. When we built the facility, small
living quarters, as well as intern quarters,
were part of the construction and are

By Amanda Lollar,
Founder and President

located inside the main facility. Later, we
received a grant specifically to build a
small caregivers residence located on Bat
World’s land. Our property, including on-
site housing for three staff members, is
paid in full, leaving the organization in a
very secure place. With almost 400 animals
now in our care, it is critical that we have
on-site staff in the event of emergencies.

All of this did not happen by accident, but
by design. We wanted to leave Bat World
to the next generation of bat specialists,
mortgage free with all securities in place
that are needed to sustain Bat World, and
most importantly the animals in our care,
well into the future. We have streamlined
our work so that most of it is done be-
tween 8 am and noon. Outside of orphan
season in the summer, each staff mem-
ber's work week is normally between

25 to 30 hours, with some evenings in-
cluded. We are so proud of our staff. They
are the most loyal, hardworking, dedicated
and happy employees we could hope for.

We trust that this gives you the assurance
that when you donate, you are supporting
a nonprofit organization that truly values
your support and will always use your
contributions wisely.

Keeping Our Sanctuary Safe

Wildfires have always been a great concern to us in
keeping the bats in our care safe. We looked into a

sprinkler system, which wasn’t feasible due to the
high cost. In searching for an alternative, we found
Barricade Fire Blocking Gel, a biodegradable gel that
coats buildings, making them impervious to fire. The
gel is sprayed on with a high pressure system (photo
left). After a fire passes the product can simply be
hosed off, with no harm to the environment. The
system pictured is enough to cover our entire facility,
the caregivers residences and the bat castle in the
event of a potential wildfire headed our way. Thanks
to a donation from Lynn Hochstetter, we were able

Read more about how Barricade Fire
Gel works at firegel.com
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to purchase the system as well as a trailer to move
the tank around from building to building.



Batty Word Search

Use your batty brain to find the words below that include bat behavior, bat spe-
cies, and the many beneficial products that bats bring to us.

AGAVE EPAULETTED MYOTIS SINGS
ALLSPICE EVENING BAT NECTAR SISSEL

BALSA WOO FAST FLIER OILsS SOAP

BEANS FREETAIL PALLID SPICES

BEER FRUIT PAPAYA SPREAD SEEDS
BIG BROWN HIBERNATE PIPISTRELLE STRAW COLORED
CAVE BAT HOARY POLLINATES TADARIDA
CHEWING GUM INKS RED BAT TEQUILLA
CHIRP JAMAICAN RODRIGUES TOOTH PASTE
CHOCOLATE LITTLE BROWN ROPE TREES

COFFEE MANGO RUBBER VEGTABLES
CORN MEDICINES SHORT TAIL YELLOW BAT
EGYPITAN MIGRATE SILVER HAIRED YUMA
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Letters

Sharing a few of the messages we received in 2018. Receiving notes like these means

more to us than we can fully express! We hope you enjoy reading them as well.

Earlier tonight I was moving my truck
and saw something unusual in the
driveway. Turns out it was a bat. I
went back to finish what I had been
working on, and when I was finished I
decided to go back to see if the bat
had died. It was alive so as with most
problems in this day and age I took to
the internet and found your website.

I followed the instructions (placed box
over it) and slid thin cardboard under
it to get it in the box. I then placed
the box on a table and put a towel in
the box. I was wearing a headlamp
for the work I was doing outside so I
had the light directed at the bat. The
headlamp also had a night vision op-
tion so I turned it on. When I did, the
bat reacted and started moving
around and making high pitch cries.
At this time I'm 5’ from the ladder,
and all of a sudden I felt something
fly by me. It was a larger bat. The bat
made a wide circle, headed back to
the box, hovers an instant, and then
dropped into the box!

After about 10 minutes the larger bat
shoots out of the box and took off. I
take a look in the box and it was
empty. I then realized that this was
the mom, and she took her baby
home. Thought you might like to hear
how your website saved a bat tonight.

| just wanted to thank you for all
you've done, and to let you know
how happy | am that the Michi-
gan 90 are in a place where they
are genuinely loved and cared
for. Don't ever think that what
you do isn't important or mean-
ingful.
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When | began my career in bat work years
ago, it was working rescuing and rehabilitat-
ing bats here in Devon, Uk.

| just wanted to say thank you for the many
times | accessed your rescue info online.
Although I no longer have the time to con-
tinue my rescue work, | wanted to say thank
you aqain for being such an inspiration.

f
i/ found a darling juvenile bat in the
;street today. A huge thank you to
%Bat World Sanctuary for the won-
%derFu/ information on their Facebook
I page as well as to Mr- Frank, who
gis listed as a rescuer on their page-
;H/though the bat appeared unin-
%jurea’ and | had gotten him up in a
"tree, Mr- Frank came over to be
gsure it was okay- After checking
;him out, Mr- Frank decided he was
%a bit young to be on his own and
gneeded care until he is ready to be
lout in the world-

sl’ve really enjoyed following the
%sanctuary the past several years on
;Facebook and it was the first thing
i that popped in my mind when [
;rea/ized what | was seeing in the
gstreet was a bat- [I'm so grateful

%to you and to Mr- Frank-
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In Loving Memory of Virginia Upham
~ Kathy Upham

In Loving Memory of Laura Flandreau
~ Meredith Flandreau, Richard Timberlake, Megan Timberlake,
Brenda Malinics, Rosemarie Curcio, Sandy Thorpe,
Nancy Landers and Deb Welter

In Memory of Laura, who is a dear friend and is flying free with her
beloved bats.
~ Sandra Acosta

In Memory of Spinner
~ Peggy Persson

In Loving Memory of David Naranjo
~Amanda Lollar, Moriah Campagne, Bridget Cameron, Larry
Crittenden, Dottie Hyatt and Kate Rugroden

In Loving Memory of Peekaboo
~ The Bat World Sanctuary Staff

In Memory of David and Peekaboo. He and Peakaboo are together. We
need more love and compassion for all beings, they served as ambassadors
for both.

~ Deanna McClain

In Honor of Nancy B. of Olympia, Washington
~ Pink Jackalope Studio

In honor of Megabatty, Batzilla and Batusi Nights on YouTube, for
introducing me to the joy of bats

~ Jennifer Marlatt

In Honor of the Michigan 90
~ Donna McCaulley
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Sponsor a bat in need for $35!

Your sponsorship package includes:

An adoption certificate listing you as the official sponsor.

The personal background of your sponsored bat.

The natural history of the species.

A matted photograph of your bat, suitable for framing.

A graphic that represents the actual size of your bat.

A one-year online membership to BWS that includes BAT WORLD’S magazine.

A personalized message for a gift Adopt-a-Bat. Our standard gift card message reads:
This "Adopt-a-Bat" sponsorship has been made in your name. Your sponsorship pack-
age includes a one-year membership to Bat World Sanctuary, our BAT WORLD maga-
zine and an informational card on bat rescue. Enclosed you will find a 5" x 7" photo of
your adopted bat, who thanks you from the bottom of its little bat toes for the food
and medical supplies your gift has provided.

Bootsanna
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Phone: 940-325-3404—Address: 299 High Point Rd., Weatherford, TX 76088

Lil Drac

Benger the Avenger

Tinkerbell

Please enter the name of bat(s) you wish to sponsor:

Name as it should appear on the certificate:
Email address (to receive our online magazine)
NOTE: We do not sell, trade, or share your personal information with anyone.

BILLING INFORMATION:

Name: Phone Date
SHIPPING ADDRESS:

Name (if different than above):
Address City State Zip
Total of sponsorship (Please remember to include $6.00 shipping, USA only):

Check enclosed Charge
Credit Card Number: Exp. Date: MO YR

NOTE: If this is a gift Adopt-a-Bat please include any special instructions, such as a special message,
on a separate piece of paper.
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BATWORLD.ORG offers free educational materials, videos, kid’s games and res-
cue information. You can even sponsor a bat in need through our Adopt-a-Bat
program. Sponsors receive educational materials and BAT WORLD, our conserva-
tion magazine that includes beautiful photos of rescued bats. You can also re-
ceive an online membership to Night Flight News, our e-newsletter, by simply
making a donation of any size through batworld.org.






